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English (US)

What is A/B testing and how do | do it?

AJB testing is when you test two (or more!) different situations: situation A vs. situation B.
AJB testing with AdSense is important for finding what ad designs will earn you the most
revenue. For example, you can test how the Open Air color palette fares against the
Seaside palette, or how the 728x90 leaderboard compares to the smaller 468x60 banner.

S0 how do you A/B test? There are two important parts of running an A/B test:

+ There can be only one difference between each situation
+ You must run both situations simultaneously

These twa restrictions will allow you to identify the impact of each change. For example, if
you change the color of your ads in mid-December, it'l be difficult to tell whether an
increase in clicks is due to the new colors, a new relevant ad campaign, or simply users
shopping for Christmas. Instead, it would be better to run 50% of your traffic with the old
colors and 50% with the new colors, so that you can directly compare the results. To
easily compare results, be sure to use a different custom channel on each format.

Hint: Our Optimizing with Channels guide provides a good overview of some tests you can
run and how to track them.
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A look inside Google AdSense

Don't have time to read the blog daily? Subscribe to our Inside AdSense email group to receive our
posts at your convenience. Also, visit our Help Forum to post your own guestions.

The ABCs of A/IB Testing

If vou've ever wondered how your earnings would change if you swapped a banner ad for a
leaderboard or if you changed your color palette to Open Air, now you can find out by using A/B
testing. In this brief tutorial, we'll review the fundamentals of completing an A/B test.

Tutorial

Let's say you've got a gut feeling that a leaderboard ad would double your revenue compared to a
banner. To prove it, you'll need some evidence, so you decide to perform an A/B Test.

First, you'll need to create two custom channels, one for each ad unit you're going to be testing.
Then, create a leaderboard ad unit and a banner ad unit with identical settings, except for the ad
format. Be sure to assign each ad unit the appropriate channel created above.

You can decide how you want to run your A/B test; for example, you can choose to run the test on
only 5% of your traffic or anly on your home page. Mo matter what you choose, you'll need to run
both of yvour ad units at the same time. But how can you easily alternate between your two ad
formats? The simplest way to do this is to use the JavaScript template below - it will rotate between
the two ad units, showing each 50% of the time.

<gcript type="text/javascript"=
var random_number = Math.random();
if (random_number < 5}
{hyour first ad unit code goes here
telse{
{hyour second ad unit code goes here
¥

</script=
<script type="text/javascrpt”
src="http:{/pagead?. googlesyndication.com/pagead/show_ads js"=</script=
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{script types"text/javascript "><l--

google_ad_client = "oub- i

zoogle_ad width = 200;

zoogle_ad height = 200;

zoozle_ad format = "200x200_as™;

zoogle_ad type = “imaze”;

ZA2007-01-00: [RaEd

zoozle_ad charne| = "47724855307;

goozle_color_border = "FFFFFF™;

zoogle_color_bg = "FRFFFF™;

zoogle_color_link = "0000FF™;

zoogle_color_text = “0000007;

goozle_color_url = "D080007;

A= /script>

{script type="text/javascript”
src="http://pazead? . zoozesvndicat ion. com/pagead/show_ads. js™>

{scripty

WEEB

{script tvpes"text/iavascript ><l--

zoogle_ad client = “pub- AR

zoogle_ad width = 200;

zoogle_ad height = 200;

zoogle_ad format = "200x200_as™;

zoogle_ad tywpe = "text”;

ZA2007-01-00: [RER

zoozle_ad charne| = "20928630857;

goozle_color_border = "FFFFFF™;

goozle_color_bg = “FFFFFF;

zoozle_color_link = "0000FF";

zoozle_color_text = "0000007;

goozle_color_url = "0080007;

A==/ script>

{script tvpe="text/javascript”
src="http://pazead? . zoozlesyndicat ion. com/pagead/show_ads. js™>

<Aecript>

£

£
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<script type="text/javascript”>
var random_number = Math. random() ;
if (random_number < .5) {
//your first ad unit code goes here
} else {
//your second ad unit code goes here
}
{/script>
<script type="text/javascript”
src="http://pagead?2. googlesyndication. com/pagead/show_ads. js“></script>
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{script type="text/javascript”™>

var random_number = Math. random() ;

if (random_number < .5) {

//

google ad client = "‘puh- O OO ®”;

google_ad_width = 200;
google_ad_height = 200;
google_ad_format = “200x200_as”;
google_ad_type = “image”;
//2007-01-06: L& A

google_ad_channel = “4772485530";

google_color_border = “FFFFFF”;
google_color_bg = "FFFFFF”;
google_color_link = “0000FF";
google_color_text = “000000”;
google_color_url = “008000";

} else {

//

google ad client = "‘puh- O OO ®”;

google_ad_width = 200;
google_ad_height = 200;
google_ad_format = “200x200_as”;
google_ad_type = “text”;
//2007-01-06: [L4 B

google_ad_channel = 2092868065 ;

google_color_border = “FFFFFF”;
google_color_bg = "FFFFFF”;
google_color_link = “0000FF";
google_color_text = “000000”;
google_color_url = “008000”;

}

<{/script>

<script type="text/javascript”

& ADa—K

Z4l(F 200 X 200 DA A—T R

L& B Oa—K

E5(% 200% 200 DTFRMEE

/

src="http://pagead2. googlesyndication. com/pagead/show_ads. js“></script>
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